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Interpreting the Champlain Valley Trapping Boat

PrOjeCt SU mma ry Organization: Patricia A. Hannaford Career Center
The Patricia A. Hannaford Career Contact: Lisa Rader
Center received a $5,000 2016 Local Herit- Mailing 51 Charles Ave

age Grant to have students research, write,

design and develop interpretive signage on Address: Middlebury, VT 05453
trapping boats on Lake Champlain. The pro-  Phone: (802) 382-1012

ject was the direct outgrowth of a research E-mail: rader@pahcc.org
project funded through a 2014 CVNHP Lo- Website:

cal Heritage Grant to Middlebury’s Henry
Sheldon Museum where Hannaford’s Engi-
neering Design class studied the traditions of
muskrat trapping and specifically boatbuild-
ing in the Champlain Valley. During that
project, historic boats were brought into the
classroom where students measured and
drew them, finally building replicas. Stu-
dents also interviewed trappers and visited
historic trapping sites, including a family
trapping camp, possibly the last in existence
in the region.

The 2016 project utilized that body Ui
of student-generated materials with an eye Students visited several barns and sheds in the Cham-
toward designing interpretive materials to plain Valley to measure trapping boats and hear the
allow for wider, more effective dissemina- stories from trappers themselves.
tion of this research through exhibitions and
publications. Students also sourced vendors,
eventually recommending local firms, for the
production of these materials. Looking for-
ward, the project will use the interpretive
panels in area events like boat shows, sports-
men rendezvous, and museum exhibitions.

The project also resulted in the publi-
cation of a boat-building monograph that NEIWPCC Code PO12149
was an overview of the two years of research
with a specific focus on the (}:]onstruction of Date Complete: 317117
one particular historic trapping boat. Stu- Grant Amount: $5,000.00
dents in the fall 2016 F?ngineer@ng Design Non-federal Match: $8,950.00
class measured and built a replica of this
boat, which provided the bulk of the photo- Total Amount: $13,950.00
graphs for the monograph. The result is a
detailed description of the h1st0ry, de&gn
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